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which both Scott and Campbell insisted upon. Such,
and from analogous causes, has been the fate of various
similar schemes both before and since. But the public
had no trivial compensation upon the present occasion,
since the failure of the original project led Mr. Campbell
to prepare for the press those Specimens of English Poetry
which he illustrated with sketches of biography and criti-
cal essays, alike honorable to his learning and taste;
while Scott, Mr. Foster ultimately standing off, took on
himself the whole burden of a new edition, as well as
biography, of Dryden. The body of booksellers mean-
while combined in what they still called a general edi-
tion of the English Poets, under the superintendence of
one of their own Grub Street vassals, Mr. Alexander
Chalmers.

Precisely at the time when Scott's poetical ambition
had been stimulated by the first outburst of universal
applause, and when he was forming those engagements
with Ballantyne which involved so large an accession of
literary labors, as well as of pecuniary cares and respon-
sibilities, a fresh impetus was given to the volunteer
mania in Scotland, by the appointment of the late Earl
of Moira (afterwards Marquis of Hastings) to the chief
military command in that part of the empire. The Earl
had married, the year before, a Scottish Peeress, the
Countess of London, and entered with great zeal into her
sympathy with the patriotic enthusiasm of her country-
men. Edinburgh was converted into a camp: independ-
ently of a large garrison of regular troops, nearly 10,000
fencibles and volunteers were almost constantly under
arms. The lawyer wore his uniform under his gown;
the shopkeeper measured out his wares in scarlet; in
short, the citizens of all classes made more use for sev-
eral months of the military than of any other dress; and
the new commander-in-chief consulted equally his own
gratification and theirs, by devising a succession of ma-
noeuvres which presented a vivid image of the art of wark, by allowing
